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 But the English bourgeoisie has, 
besides, much more important interests in 
Ireland's present-day economy. 
 Owing to the constantly increasing 
concentration of tenant-farming, Ireland 
steadily supplies its own surplus to the English 
labor market, and thus forces down wages and 
lowers the moral and material condition of the 
English working class. 
 And most important of all! Every 
industrial and commercial center in England 
now possesses a working class divided into 
two hostile camps, English proletarians and 
Irish proletarians. The ordinary English worker 
hates the Irish worker as a competitor who 
lowers his standard of life. In relation to the 
Irish worker he feels himself a member of the 
ruling nation and so turns himself into a tool of 
the aristocrats and capitalists of his country 
against Ireland, thus strengthening their 
domination over himself. He cherishes 
religious, social, and national prejudices 
against the Irish worker. His attitude towards 
him is much the same as that of the "poor 
whites" to the "n.....s" in the former slave states 
of the U.S.A. The Irishman pays him back with 
interest in his own money. He sees in the 
English worker at once the accomplice and the 
stupid tool of the English rule in Ireland. 
 This antagonism is artificially kept alive 

and intensified by the press, the pulpit, the 
comic papers, in short, by all the means at the 
disposal of the ruling classes. This antagonism 
is the secret of the impotence of the English 
working class, despite its organization. It is the 
secret by which the capitalist class maintains 
its power. And that class is fully aware of it. 
 But the evil does not stop here. It 
continues across the ocean. The antagonism 
between English and Irish is the hidden basis 
of the conflict between the United States and 
England. It makes any honest and serious co-
operation between the working classes of the 
two countries impossible. It enables the 
governments of both countries, whenever they 
think fit, to break the edge off the social conflict 
by their mutual bullying, and, in case of need, 
by war with one another. 
 England, being the metropolis of 
capital, the power which has hitherto ruled the 
world market, is for the present the most 
important country for the workers' revolution, 
and moreover the only country in which the 
material conditions for this revolution have 
developed up to a certain degree of maturity. 
Therefore to hasten the social revolution in 
England is the most important object of the 
International Workingmen's Association. The 
sole means of hastening it is to make Ireland 
independent. 

 
Excerpt from K. Marx, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Vol. I 

(Chapter X, Section 7) 
 In the United States of North America, 
every independent movement for the workers 
was paralyzed so long as slavery disfigured a 
part of the Republic. Labor cannot emancipate 
itself in the white skin where in the black it is 
branded. But out of the death of slavery a new 
life at once arose. The first fruit of the Civil War 
was the eight hours’ agitation that ran with the 
seven-leagued boots of the locomotive from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific, from New England to 
California. The General Congress of Labor at 
Baltimore (August 16, 1866) declared: 
‘The first and great necessity of the present, to free 
the labor of this country from capitalistic slavery, is 
the passing of a law by which eight hours shall be 
the normal working-day in all States of the 
American Union. We are resolved to put forth all our 
strength until this glorious result is attained.’  

 


